
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Fred and Laura Ruth Bidwell Foundation 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: North American Debut Exhibition: 

Heavy the Sea by Esther Teichmann 

Your Project Summary: In response to positive feedback from the community from previous live 

performance schedules, Transformer Station intends to further engage with the community by 

incorporating two live performances with alocal string ensemble OPUS 216, into its winter exhibition 

"Heavy the Sea," by Esther Teichmann. It will also produce a limited edition print zine that will serve as 

the exhibition catalog and provide an opportunity for the public to enjoy the works long after the 

exhibition closes. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I recommend the Fred and Laura Ruth Tidwell Foundation's project Heavy the Sea by Esther 

Teichmann for full CAC funding. The project serves its community and fulfills the institution's mission by 

bringing an established international artist to the Cuyahoga County area for a free public exhibition that 

will also incorporate a composition played by a local ensemble. In terms of artistic and cultural vibrancy, 

this project appears to me to be boundary-pushing and innovative, engaging a very diverse group of both 

local and international professionals. The project sounds inspiring and and creatively stimulating, and - 

though the main crux of the project is a pair of performance - there will be the further, ongoing 

"programming" of a zine produced by the Tidwell Foundation for the event. The Tidwell Foundation shows 

every ability of having the capacity to make this a successful project. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Somewhat - this application meets the funding criteria. It is a great example of how a 

community-based arts organization can conceive and develop innovative and artistically vibrant 

programming of the level expected of much larger and longer-established institutions for a fraction of the 

costs. This project clearly engages talented artist professionals in the presentation and also the 

management. They also have the organizational capacity, and to their credit, they are planning to 

document the event with an exhibition catalog. My score of a "Somewhat" however is based on the 

minimal amount of information available about understanding their community, and letting that 

knowledge drive their work. While they cite reaching capacity audiences of 100+, the application would 

have been stronger with detail on the demographics and more detail on how these individuals are 

engaged in the planning. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. These events are open to the public and there 

are some good relationships with community organizations. A bit more information about your board and 

its community connections would have been helpful. This project is quite vibrant with the professionals 

engaged and the presentation of both local musicians and an international artist. Budget and match are 

clear and the goal is sufficient and measurable. You mention positive feedback from past events but do 

not show how that was collected, which suggests it is all anecdotal. You should consider surveying 

participants to gather formal feedback. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This project seems to have limited public benefit with the public engagement component of 

this program seeming limited/passive in its engagement (exhibition and tour, publication) and stands to 

benefit a small string ensemble who will be engaged in performing during the opening.  Teichmann is an 

international artist and the program will incorporate a score by Deirdre Gribbin, exposing the greater NE 

Ohio community to innovative and potentially vibrant work. The org clearly has experience in staging 

chamber music programs and previous exhibitions. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. This project shows great public benefit for its 

community by using its knowledge to drive its work. The diversity of the proposed programming, and the 

fact that it will be free to the public will only serve to encourage public participation. Additionally, the 

scope of the project, and its interactive nature, leads me to believe it will contribute greatly to both 

inspiring the community and contributing to energetic neighborhoods. The listed measurements tie 

directly to the project goals, but I would have liked to see a stronger, more clearly defined project goal. 

The proposal's overall clarity, its listed professionals, and the support materials make me confident in the 

applicant's organizational capacity to carry the project through. 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


